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surface.   This was done with the aid of solder,
and the operation was called {c sweating " it on.
The adhesion was perfect, and when hammered
smooth it was sometimes impossible to discover
it, except by warming the metal, when the differ-
ence in colour became apparent.   To prevent the
necessity of this a small dot was always made
in the centre of the shield, so that the engraver
was always sure of his mark.
On the question of workmen's marks on some
pieces of Sheffield Plate, Mr. Ryland suggests that it
was employed in order to identify the particular man
who did the final hard soldering of the mounts to the
piece.   It was a difficult task and nothing was easier
than to use too great heat and burn the metal.   The
work of the stampers is sufficiently indicated by the
name; they became by practice extremely expert and
were able to produce long and continuous strips of
intricate beadings so perfectly that it is  practically
impossible to detect where the metal was lifted and
replaced in the moulds.
The " pierce-workers " not only made the fretted
work for the bands of cruets and the pierced borders
of salvers and other articles; they were also the men
who were entrusted with the production of the numer-
ous wire articles which were popular during a long
span of the Old Sheffield Plate period. The so-called
candlestick-makers were the assemblers. They were
dependent largely on the stampers for semi-fashioned
materials and they had above all things to be expert
users of the soldering iron and blow-pipe. The candle-
sticks of the period and some other articles were made
by assembling together parts produced by mechanical